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Plain diſcourſe, on à common theme, 
reached on a particular occaſion, may 
be looked into out of” curioſity, when better 
writings lye b neglected. This thought, 
2 that the ſovereign of grace ſometimes 
fucceeds very feeble efforts, for the good of 
ſouls) encouraged me to yield to the ſolicita- 


tions of ſome friends, who wiſhed to peruſe 


this ſermon, and to help the widow.— May it 
be read with ſeriouſneſs, candor and prayer 


885 Nov, 275 17 78. ; 
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F NURIOSITY, I doubt not, hath drawn 
many of you within theſe walls, this even- 
A ing. You may be come here with the ſame 
—_ as, on another day, you attend a place of 


lic entertainment, entirely for your own grati- | 


cation and amuſement. But, permit me to re- 


mind you, that this is not a ſeaſon for trifling, and 


that for this, and every ſuch opportunity, you muſt 
ſnortly give an account, at the awful tribunal of an 
impartial Judge, with whom there i is no reſpect of 
Perſons. 85 
Memorable is chat ſayin of the eo Mr. P. 
Henry, © It is a great loſs to loſe an affliction” 
i. e. the benefit of an affliction. Every afflictive diſ- 
penſation, that reſpects our ſelves, families, churches 
= neighborhoods, calls upon us, as it were, with 
the voice of the Lord, to hear the rod, and bim who 
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and funeral rites, (however little they may be 5 
regarded) are ſerious; ſtriking and faithful mont 
tors, and read to us lectures on ſubjects of the 
greateſt ſolemnity and importante; and it is at our 
peril, that we turn away. Our cars and hearts from 
them. © F 8 2 ee . . 
i How many are the adrggnitions of this kind that 


have been given you] and how often have many of ; 


you been called, intreated and invited; from the 


- pulpit; to liſten to them, in vain Now you are 


indulged with another, but, Of conſider, this may 


he the laſt. If it is not the mean of ſoftening and 
melting your hearts, like the iron the oftener it is 


por into the fire, they. will only gtow harder an 

atder. May the Sovereign of all hearts, now by 
his ſecret and powerful influence, enable you to at- 
tend to and' powerfully apply, what mall DOT 1 
ſpoken from the words of our Lord. q 
Lokk xvii 14. . 

I tell you this man went down 10 'bis bouſe aue. ra- 

ther than tbe biber. 

This verſe is the concluding 25 of the parableof 

the Phariſee and the Publican; deſigned to:reprove 
the folly. of thoſe who juſtified themſelves, and de- 


ſpiſed „ ber and this part of it was choſen by our 
dear, deceaſed brother, not long before he left our 


Have cauſe to believe, the reaſons he had for this 


world, as the theme of his funeral diſcourſe. , 


choice, were, — That thoſe falſe and rotten founda: 


tions on which, he had obſerved, too many build 
their hopes of eternal ſalvation, might be overturn- 


ed; that the tried ſtone, the Precious cornerſtone, 


the ſure foundation, which is laid in Zion (b) for loſt 


ſinners to fix their dependance on; and which he 
found it in a a dying hour to be fn and immoveable, 


© Naiah, xxviii. - 16. 


* 


might ” 
Els; 


F gs „„ one WT 
-. , might be opened to view; and that it might ba 
_ proclaimed, what gracious encouragement there is 
„ Pieds in the goſpel of Chriſt, for convinced, hum- 
pled and penitent ſinners to apply for mercy. _ 
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b With theſe things in my view; | 
1. 1 would. call upon you to conſider, the characters 
of theſe two men, and their pleas and preten- 


Il. The different fucceſs of their various claims. 


* 


4 . 


I. Let us conſider the characters of theſe two men, 
and their pleas and pretenſions. The firſt was a 
Phariſee, Here was a man, who is to be conſidere 

. p | 1 "TX TEK 
as born a Jew, a ſon of the venerable Abraham; 


we may ſuppoſe him, like another Yaul to have 


been an Hebrew of the Hebrews (c), and able to trace, 
with no little pride, his pedigree, up to ſame emi- 


nent and highly honored, ancient. Circumciſed the 


zighth day; nurſed up in good principles in his ear. 


lieſt. years; ſent to ſchool in his childhood; and 
afterwards placed under ſome eminent doctor in the 


2 


_ College; to ſtudy the law. Being arrived at matu- 
1 inſtead of connecting himſe f with the gay and 
the jolly, the buſy, and the money-getting world, 


he voluntarily ſeparates hirnſelf from it, and enters 
among the ſect of the Phariſees, the ſtricteſt of the 


Jewiſh religion (d). Touching the righteouſneſs of 


the law; blameleſs; no ſwearer; ſabbath-breaker, 
er drunkard. On the other hand, quite orderly, 
methodical and religious, according to the forms of 


the Mofaic ritual, Every day, if poſſible, went he to 
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tithes of every thing be poſſeſſed; nay, he nie . 


works of ſupererogation alſo ; that is, he did more 


than the law literally required; he faſted twice in _ 
heel. 

Up comes this preciſe, auſtere, and eminent Pha- 
riſee, as uſual, to the temple to pray; methinks, I 
ſee him ſtop at the corner of every ſtreet, to re- 
peat the appointed form. Every head 1s bowed to 
greet him, as he paſſes through the crouded market- 
place; and the poor common people ate ready to 


kiſs his feet, and to intreat his prayers, as a favo- 


rite of God, as he aſcends the 87 ſteps of the 


temple. 


When there, —He flands ere, as one Conſeibus 
of his innocence, and aſſured of his favor with God. 


By himſelf he ftands, as ſcorning to draw near the 
filthy publican (e); and by himſelf he prays, truſt- 
ing in his own underſtanding and gifts, without 


once breathing a deſire for the Sport to help bis 
Infirmities. He begins his addreſs, —** God, T 
© thank thee; addreffin his Creator with an ir- 
reverent freedom in his ai 7 thank thee, that 
by the good uſe and improvement I have made 
„ of my natural powers, my reaſon, and my free 


will, I have kept myſelf from ſin; that I am not 
as other men are, ſuch as extortioners, hee, dul 


<< ferers, or even as this vile wretch, this abominable 
= 


by 


Publican, that dares preſumptuouſiy to tread thy 


* ſacred courts. I faſt twice in every wee; I give 
4 tithes of all I poſſeſs. Not a ſprig of mint, or a 


grain of aniſe or cummin do 1 wiltülly withhold. 8} 
On ſuch pleas as theſe, is the addreſs of the Pha- 


riſee founded. 


Let us now attend to the other man, who was a 
Hublican. The Publicans were the e of the 


(e) Lab, ov. * 


by 


public 


63.1 


public taxes. A claſs of men of the vileſt characs 
ter, being notorious for extortion and oppreſſion. 
They were peculiarly odious to the Jews, who hated 
taxation, at any rate, as a badge of their ſubje&tion_ 
to the Romans, and were held by them in no better 
eſtimation than thieves and pickpockets. Hence, 

one of the charges brought againſt the bleſſed Jeſus 

was, that he ate and drank with Publicans and An- 
ners (F); one of the moſt odious characters his 
enemies gave him, was a friend to them (g); and 


when a man was to be caſt out of the church, he 


was to be conſidered as 4 heathen 08; and 4 Pu- 
Blican (5). | 
Of the lover acdes * of this claſs was this man. 
And from the Phariſee's marking him out, with ſuch 
peculiar marks of contempt and averſion, he may be 
_ conſidered as guilty of the greateſt enormities. But 
it ſeems, he was a Jew notwithſtanding, (as Mat- 
thew and Zaccheus, the chief of the Publicans, had 
been before their converſion) and therefore went to 
pay his vows alſo at the temple. But he, ſenſible 
of his vile character and atrocious actions, lands 
afar off, at an awful diſtance, doth not lift up ſi mach 


43 bis eyes unto heaven, but ſmites upon his guilty breaft, 


in an agony of {cIf-reproach and contrition, and 
_ carneltly crys, Gd be merciful to me a ſinner. No 
<© plea hath my poor ſoul, but zs miſery and thy 
* rich and ſovereign mercy.” 

Thus have you heard the pleas rand by each of 
theſe two men; and now, which of theſe appeared 
moſt likely to ſucceed ; this vile and guilty Publi- 


af f) Mark ii. 16. (g) Luke vii. 34. (5) Matth. xviii. 17. 
There were two ſorts of Publicans, the Marcipes, who farm- 
s Ache revenue, and the Sacii, who acted under them, and were 
the collectors of it. Zaccbeus, who is called [arehitelones] 
pears to have been one of the former, and this man one of 
ater, which was moſt notorious for extortion. 


can, 


TS 


can, or this atone: and blameleſ Phaciſce "Rang 
Aſk of many, they will reply, certainly the righy 
teous and the good man; for the Lord heareth 
not ſinners. But no. The, Lord ſeeth not as man ſceth Lord 
for nan looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart (i). Which leads us TL 
II. To ſhew the different ſucceſs of their various, 
claims. I tell you, this man vent. down..to bis houſe —_ 
guſtified, rather. than the other. It is introd uced by | 
Chriſt, with a call upon their attention, as if he had 
ſaid, © I who am your maſter, who am the faithful 
« and true witneſs, fay unto you, This poor, ſin- 
«* ful, convinced, humble, praying Publican went 
„down to his houſe juſtified and - pardoned, and 1 
as the other . He was, pardoned; and all his 
£ iniquities blotted out; his conſcience was paci: 8 
| „ fied, and his humble prayer actepted, while the 1 
| „ * proud thank-offering of the ſour Phariſee, toge · : 
: ther with his perſon, was rejected.? 8 
And noy, having explained the paſſage; may we 
not from the whole raiſe this remark ? _ 
Thar, while haughty creatures, who plead their ; So 
own works and righteouſneſs for juſtification; are re: 
Jetted of God; they; who have been the vileſt and 1 . 
moſt atrocious ſinners; who are humble and peni=> 
rent, and who plead His mercy as revealed 1 in the 
word, ſhall be pardoned and juſtified. 5 
It is much to be lamented; that, among the com- 
paratively few that make a profeſſion of religion 
chere ſhould be ſo oy: of theſe. 9 and UE; 
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() 1 Boi xvi. 7. 
It would esd the deſign oſ a plain, popular amen; to 
enter into a critical diſcuſſion of the original phraſe, and ts 
conſider the various views which have been taken of it. On ma- 
ture reflection, I judge what is expreſſed above, to be the mean- 
ing, and refer thoſe who wiſh for further e to Bera. 
3 and Guy/e, in lc. | 
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we” . confident 5 


1+ . 


Se, 


conſent boaters? in our world. There may be; - 


there are, doubtleſs, ſome in this large aſſembly. 
O that the Spirit of the Lord may make his word, 


this evening, quick and powerful, ſparper than à ttvo- 
edged ford, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of 

ul and ſpirit, and of your joints and marrow, and to. 
Jerome 4 die cerner noe the thrughts" and . of a: 


Drarts (&). 
Tou muſt permit me, to this ed to examine 


Nina pleas, and to ſhew you the weakneſs of them. 


nd methinks I hear you plead, * 


1. Your freedom from fin. You have done 20 | 


perſon any harm; you are no murderer; you 
have never deflled your neighbour's bed; no thief, 
robber, or defrauder, nd f oppreſſor of the widow, 


; Pn or the fatherleſs are you. But perhaps you 


ave injured yourſelf ? No, (you reply) you are no 
drunkard or whoremonger, waſting your ſubſtance 
and conſuming your fleſh and your body; no ſpendthrift, 


beggaring your ſelf and your family. On the con- 

 trary, you have been ſober and chaſte, and diligently . 
E 8 for your own bouſe.— All this is Tight, 
but have you not injured your Ve and robbed 
him of the glory due to his name? No; you are 
nos blaſpliemer or ſwearer; you never dared 70 take 

his name in vain i to break his ſabbath, or to profane his 


ſan@uary. —But with all 'this freedom from aual 
vice, and ' fins of commiſſion ;' you have not the 


righteouſneſs which the law of God requires, unleſs 
you perform the duties it commands. And W 


1 hear others of you plead, 


2. You have performed many auge Lebe the 8 45 
young man we read of in the goſpel, you are ready 
to ſay, All theſe things you have kept from your youth 


= 2 9. In particular, your are very juſt and t upright, 


© 1 b. iv. 12. 0 Matt. xix. 20. 
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[ wo . 
you pay every body their own; no o perten can ſay, 
vou ever cheated them of a farthing. You render to 
all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due; cuſtom to 
whom cuſtom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
$oner (m). Tou pay your taxes, and tithes: of all 
| you poſſeſs. Added to this, you may plead, vou 
are (to uſe the common language) very charit 
too; that you are kind, compaſſionate and hu- 
| mane; according to your circumſtances, liberal to 
3 the poor, and willing to help any neighbor or 
fellow-creature in diſtreſs. Further yet, you may 
| Tay, you are even pious allo; that you go three 
times on a Lord's day to the .meeting-houle, or 
twice, or once at leaſt to the church; you pou? gp a 
monthly ſacrament; you go to prayers or to ſermon - 
2 often as you can in the week, and when hinder- 
ed by weather, buſineſs, or illneſs, you. make. up 
"hl deficiency at home; that you go to. prayers 
with your family night and morning, and perform 
pour devotions when you are alone; and at ſome 
leaſons of the year, even faſt and mortify the body 
alſo *. And now you may be ready to ſay, 8 That 
« Joth the Lord require more? I am a tender parent 
46 or a dutiful child; a kind maſter or miſtreſs, or 
a diligent ſervant; I am a Chriſtian and lead a 
* good life; I do juſtice, I love mercy, and walt 
« humbly with God (u); what lack I yet 755 Lou ſuſ- 
pect not your ſtate to be dangerous; and though you 
do not love to think of ſo gloomy a ſubject as s death 
yet you are not diſtreſt at the diſtant thoughts of it, 
for you have no fear that ſuch excellent perſons as 
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| (m) ſow, xiii. 7. 0 Mic. vi. 8. 
Theſe things are mentioned, not, by any means, with a 
view to bring ow works into contempt," as ſome may be ſo miſ- 
taken as to infer ; but only to particularize ſome of thoſe pleas, 
which I have often heard e by — as the . of their 
hope before God. 


you 


TE 
au 1 can an Fall Lei gaining l - with x od. 
| ur, O my dear immortal friends, t though 1 do 


not mean to intimate, the duties any of you have: 
performed, ought not to have been performed, yet 


TP 


I muſt tell you from God's faithful word, they are 


utterly inſufficient to procure your falyation, | 
garment you have been ſpinning. and weavir 
your own ſtrength, will no better cover your| 
tual nakedneſs, than the ſpider's flender we 
clothe and defend your ſhivering bodies from the 
piercing froſt on a wintry day. Your webs fall not 
become garments, neither ſhall you cover yourſelves with 
our works (o). Be not angry with me, I beſeech 
you, let not pride and paſſion ariſe, till you have 
heard me out, till I have ſhewed you the reaſons 
wherefore your works are inſufficient,” and, conſe- 

uently ſuch pretenſions to the favor of {ous as are 
70 unded on them, are weak likewiſe; 


x. Becauſe, ali that you have done falls. vaſtly 


ſhort of what the holy law of God requires. That 


demands, and will accept of nothing leſs than per- 


Felt obedience, in the thoughts and the words, as well 
as in the Ie: Thy commandment, ſays David, is ex- 
ceeding broad (p); like a vaſt ocean it ſpreads out 
itlelf far beyond the ken of conceited ſelf juſti- 
fiers, who imagine it bounded by their ſight; and 


5 ealily ſailed over. 1 wiſh them to conſider that 


whoſoever. ſhall keep the whole law; and yet offend in 
ONE point, is guiſty of all (); and to lay to heart that 
tremendous declaration of the inſpired, Paul; Curſed. 


is every one that continueth not in ALL things which are 


 woritten in the. book of. the Iaw to do them (r). Now, 
have you never gone alide fram God? ? Haye you. ne- 
* Ee lix, 
ce 
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ver in your whole life, committeda ſingle fin? Have 
you never ſpoken unadviſedly with your lips ? never let 
4 profane, fooliſh, or lying word drop from your 
= tongues ? Have you never admitted, or indulged a_ 
-proucd, revengeful, impure imagination in your 
mind? Never felt the riſings of envy and malice j— _ 
If you have, certainly your obedience is not per- 
fect, and therefore comes ſhort of what the law of 
God requires. 1 
And not only doth the law of God require 
perfect obedience, but conftancy and perſeverance in 
it; at al! times, without the let relaxation, or 
; intermiſſion. Curſed is every one that CONTINUETH 
not in all things, which are written in the book. 
of the Iaw to do them. Obſerve, I beſeech you, 
that word “ continueth,” One iniquity, one ne- 
glect, one delay, will ſpoil all. There is more 
virtue (as an author obſerves) in one fin to de- 
«© ftroy, than in all your righteouſneſs to ſave you 
% alive.” Now, who of you hath continued in the 
uninterrupted performance of your duty ? Who hath 
not tired and fainted in his way? Who can dare 
to ſay, that at uo time he hath been off his guard, 
and hath been ſurprized by fin ? If ſo, your obedi- 
ence is not that continued obedience the law of God 
requires, conſequently is not pleadable for your 
juſtification by the law. Suppoſe a man indicted 
for any one crime at a human tribunal, will it be 
ſufficient, to procure his acquittal, for him to plead, 
that in ten thouſand other reſpects he had obeyed 
the law of the land ? Will all his former conformity 
to it, make him leſs guilty of the pron Ou 2) 
How weak «would be the plea of a forger, who had 
been found guilty only once, to urge that this Was 


- 


the firſt and only time he had offended? The law 
of man admits of no ſuch plea, In one inſtance it 
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Further, God's law not only requireth perfection 
and perſeverance, in obedience, but that all be 
done from a principle of love.—Attend to what our 
Lord declared, when he was aſked, which is the 
great commandment of the law? Jeſus replied, 

Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gad, with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind; this is the 
' firſt and great commandment. And the ſecond is like unto 
, Thou. fhalt love thy ntzghbour as thyſelf. On theſe 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets (S). 
Nov, have you done every thing in religion out 

of a ſupreme love to God, becauſe you delighted 
to pleaſe and obey him? Have your whole mind, 
heart and foul gone forth, every day and hqur to 
ſeek his honor and ſervice ? Have all your thoughts 
been engaged in contriving how y ou ſhould; in the 
beſt way glorify him ? When your own worldly 1n- 
tereſt and carnal pleaſure, and his command, have 
been in oppoſition to each other, have you, with 
pleaſure, preferred his will to your own gratifica-, 
tion and advantage? Have you longed and lan- 
guiſhed after Him, as your chief good ?—Have 

you been diſintereſted in what yon have done for 
your neighbor? Have you done every thing for 
him, as, if you had been in the ſame condition, you 
would have wiſhed him to do for you.?-Alas, on 
the other hand, have you not performed many du- 
ties, becauſe you feared hell, if they were neglect- 
ed; becauſe you were frightened to them by a 
threatening conſcience: And have you not been 
Kind to your neighbor, urged on by ſome ſelfiſh 
motive or other? Ah! then, what righteouſneſs is 


- \(s) Matt. xxii. 36, 37, 38, 39, 4% 
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yours? It is deſtitute of the grand ingredient. that 
1 required by the law, I mean lob. Will this dead, 
mechanical religion, this forced morality, theſe clork- 
work duties, which will no longer go, than while 
the weights of laviſh fear, and carnal conſiderati- 
ons hang upon them, be accepted by God, inſtead 
of a living, aftive, voluntary, cheerful obedience ? 
Surely no. He is à Spirit, and demands of us 70 wor- 


ip and ſerve him in ſpirit and in truth (t). He de- 


mands the heart, as a living and voluntary ſacrifice, 


and will not accept the dead carcaſe of duties, dragged 


(if I may ſo ſpeak), by compulſion into his preſence, 


and forcibly laid upon his altar,—Why then ſhould 


you rely any longer on your works? Ny ſhould you 
make yourſelf rich, (u) while you are miſerably poor? 


The glittering things you offer are weighed in the 


balance of the law and are found wanting (x) ; they 
will not, cannot be received as ſterling into the 


” 


treaſury of Heaven. O that the Almighty Spirit : 


might perſuade you to leave off this loſing trade, to 


declare yourſelf a poor bankrupt that has nothing 


of a holy God. A mortifying declaration indeed, 


ditor, and, with the Publican, to cry God be 
oo En YO EY [ a re 
But I have not done with the pretenſions and 
pleas of the ſelf-righteous yet, till I have given you 


to pay, and to fall down before your heavenly Cre- 


_ another reaſon wherefore they are vain ; viz. 


2. Becauſe there is a ſinfulneſ in them, which ren- 
ders them even diſpleaſing, and odious in the ſight 


at which the haughty heart ſpurns with indignation 


and contempt! But I muſt tell you the ground on 


which it is built. 


The works of the ſelf-righteous are hateful tq 


o 


God, becauſe they are the offspring of an unregene- 
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gerate and corrupt nature. The Lord himſelf de- 
Elares concerning men, They are altogether Become 


aby (y). Not only the whole race but the whole 
 -"#ature of man is corrupted. Now, as à corrupt tree 
camot yield good fruit (z), or a bitter ſpring ſend 
forth ſweet water; ſo neither can the defiled heart of 
man produce any truly good works. Works out- 
wardly fair and beautiful to the eye, it may pro- 


charming to the ſight, but full of deadly poiſon. 
O take heed leſt you:ſhould be found to be of that 


large generation, that are pure in their own eyes, and 


Jet are not waſhed from their filthineſs (a). ek 
| _* Self righteouſneſs is diſpleaſing to Gop on a fur- 
ther account, becauſe it often is actuated by hypo- 


e and pride. With what peculiar ſeverity and 


indignation, did he he knew what was in man, ſmite 
the Phariſees with the rod of his mouth. How often 
does he who never ſpake unadviſedly with his lips, call 
them hypocrites, and denounce woes upon them (5)! 


And doth not any part of their character, ye ſelf- 


confident profeſſors belong to you? While Je ole 
clean the outſide of the cup and the platter, are ye within 
Full of extortion and exceſs? Though ye appear indeed 


beautiful outward, are ye, within like whited ſepulchres, 


Full of dead men's bones, and all uncleanneſs? Under 
the profeſſion of religion do you indulge yourſelves 
in ſecret crimes ? or at leaſt, do not envy, malice, 

Pride and covetouſneſs remain undiſturbed in your 
355 ? Or, Do ye not your works to be ſeen of men; and 
mate LONG or Loup prayers, that others may obſerve 


"your devotion, or admire your excellent gifts ? Or 


do you ſecretly ſwell with the proud conceit of your 
own goodneſs, and your ſuperior excellence to other 
. ” PC, iv. 3. i (2) Matt. vii. 18. (a) Prov. XXX. 12. 
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duce, but they are like ſome finely colored fruit, 


men ? 
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men 0 Sirs, if there was nothing elſe to corrupt 
four duties, theſe dead flies would cauſe them to fend 
forth a ſtinking ſavor (c), and render them odious 
unto a holy God. God will reſiſt the proud (d) under 
every ſhape-; and he that is proud in beart is an abo- 
mination to the Lord (e). *** 
The laſt reaſon I ſhall mention, why ſelf- righte- 
ouſneſs is ſo hateful to God, is; Becauſe it is ſet up, 
in competition with, and oppoſition to, the only 
juſtifying righteouſneſs revealed in the goſpel, which. 
is the righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Sure- 
ty ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
firength ; in the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, 
and ſhall glory (f). Neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
For there is no other Name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved (g). But, what are ye 
doing who are ſeeking after falvation, by your own 
works? Areye not putting your ſelves in the place 
of the only appointed Saviour, uſurping his throne, 
and practically ſaying we will not be beholden to 
the righteouſneſs of another? Ye are deſpiling 
the fterling gold, ſtampt with the authority of Jeho- 
vah, and offered to poor inſolvent ſinners, to pay 
their debt and ſet them free, and preſenting for pay- 
nient, the baſe counterfeit goodneſs of your own. 
coining. What is this but high treaſon againſt the 
Majeſty of heaven, aggravated by the vileſt ingra- 
titude ? Will he not reſent ſuch an indignity as 
this caſt upon his mercy, his expenſive ſalvation, 
and his crucified Son? Shall that free, glorious 
falvation, in the thoughts of which he delighted 
from eternity, which was procured at ſuch an infi- 
nite price in time, which hath employed his wiſdom 


(e) Eecl. x. 1. (4) 1 Pet. v. 3 be) Prov. xvi. 5. 
(J) 1fatah xlv. 24, 25. (s) Ad iv. 1. 
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contrive, and his ower to rect and ĩ in which 
3 his perfections ſhine, be ſet at nought, and hae 
take no notice of it? Sirs ! J ſcruple not to ſay, 
Works, when ſet up as rivals and competitors with . 

Jeſus. Chr Pts are infinitely deteſtable, and are to be 
ranked among the vileſt of rebelons againſt the 

God 5 . 
But ſome will ſay, they neither mean to exclude 

Chriſt as unneceſſary to ſalvation, nor to truſt wholly 

upon themſelves; but hope to be accepted and ſaved - ³r 4 
for what they have done, through Chriſt; they are for 1 
compounding matters with their heavenly Creditor, 7 
for doingwhat they can themſelves, and then truſting, | 
in Chriſt for the reſt. But will this way of pro- 
ceeding be acceptable to God? No Sirs, it is an at- 
tempt to be a partner with Chriſt in his throne, and 
in the revenut ariſing from his ſalvation; and if 
our proud hearts pretend to have any ſhare, ſure I 
am, they are ſo encroaching, though they may com- 
pliment the Saviour with bringing 1 in his name, they 
will allow him but very little. The ſcripture tells, 
us, not, that there is ſalvation in us, and in Chriſt, 
joined together, but, that there js ſalvation in NO OTHER, 
than in him (+), neither in whole or in part. That by 
the deeds of the law no fleſh can be Juſtiſied (i), not in 
the leaſt degree, for by the law is tþe knowledge of - 
fn ; it convinces of, and condetnns for it. That a 
man is juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the Jaw (k * 

that his own works have no ſhare at all in procuri 
| pardon and acceptance with God. That by Grace we, 
are ſaved through faith, and that not of ourſelves; it is 
the” gift of God; vor or wokks leſt any man ſhould. 
beaſt (I). Not that good works are excluded the 
practice of thoſe who Z TOW to be be ſaved wholly by 


it 3 : 
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race :—No, ay are the fruit, though n not the 1 4 
of ſalvation; the es, though” not the cauſe ;, as 38 it 
follows, For we are his workmanſhip, created"in Chr MY 
Feſus unto good Works, which God hath before ordained 
that we ſhould walk.in them (m). To ſhut up this ar- 
gument; with what clearnefs and force, doth the 
apoſtle declare, that if ſalvation is by grace, then, it 
is no more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace; 
but if it be of works, then 11 15 no more grace; othereiſt 
work is no more work (n). 

From theſe ſcriptures, you ſee” then, how the 
works of the law are excluded from having any in- 
tereſt in procuring ſalvation, and that it is Grace 
reigm, like a ſovereign queen, without a rival, zbro* 

 riphteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord (0). 
And if it is ſo, you who are ſeeking juſtification by 
your works, in part, as well as in whole, are ſeek- 
ing it not in a goſpel way, but in a legal way; not 
in God's way, but in your own. And ſhall you 
ſucceed ? Did they ſucceed, who of old ſought it in 
this way? No. Irael, which followed after the law 
of righteouſneſs, bath not attained to the law of righte- 
wg 3. And wherefore not? Becauſe, they urs it 

faith, but as it were by the works of the lau, for 
| they ftumbled, nf that ſtumbling ſtone (p). And how can 
you expect it ? How can you expect that grace's foe, 
and one that affects to be Jeſus's partner, can be ac- 
cepted? May you not rather fear leſt all your ob- 
| lations ſhould be flung as dung in your faces, and 
yourſelves be baniſhed eternally from the divine 
preſence, as proud, unhumbled ſinners, that would 
not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God (q)? 
Thus have I examined the pleas and pretenſions 
of the 264 and have ſhewn why _—_ --in 


( Eph. 3. 10. 100 Rom. 3 xi. 6. 0 om, v 1. 
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that perfe#ion, per/everance, and cheerful love, Which 
the law of Go requires; and are fult of that cor 
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rieption; hypocriſy, pride and oppoſition to Chriſt and 


* 


free grace; which. the heart of God abhors. 


Lam now brought to the other part of the pro- 


poſition, viz. That they who have been the vileſt, 


and moſt atrocious ſinners, who are made humble 


and penitent, and who plead divine mercy; as re- 


vealed in the Word, ſhall be pardoned and juſtified, 


This is the good tidings of great joy, I have again 


the honour to proclaim, That there ig 4 Sayious 
for Sinners, even Cbriſt the Lord (r). What though 


* deeds of the lat no fleſh can be juſtified, —yet;. 


Wat made in the likeneſs of men. And being found in fa- 
ion as a man, he humble 


ow the righteouſneſs of God, without the law is mani-, 


feted; being witneſſed by the law and the Prophets ; even 


the righteouſneſs of God, which is by faith in Jeſus 


| Chriſt unto ALL, and upon ALL that believe, for there js. 

mo difference (5). Ixsus, the eternal Son of Jehovah, 
though be thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 
+ 4gretable to the counſels of peace, made himſelf of ws 


reputation; but took upon him the form of a ſervant, and 


d bimſelf, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs (u). He bore the 


curſes of the law, which finners had deſerved, and 


Fulfilled the commands of it; which ſinners had bro: 


ken. By the ſacrifice of himſelf, which he offered | 


up, he ſatisfied divine juſtice, honored all the at- 


tributes of the divine nature; and by the price of 


his blood, Be obtained eternal redemption for all that 


obey bim (x). The precious ſtreams which ran 


from the opened fountain of his heart, ate able t 
| Cleanſe from ſins of every dye, ſinners of every 


t) Lake ii. 10, 11. (5) Rom. iii. 20, 21, #2. 
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age, ſex or degree. No caſe. ſo deſperate: that this 
medicine cannot reach; no wound ſo * that this, 
balſam cannot heal; no ſtain ſo great, that this all 
purifying fountain cannot waſh away. — The poor. 
publican that had been ſo vile, went down to bit 
bouſe pardoned and juſtified. There is then free, full, 
everlaſt ing ſalvation for the moſtguilty and wretched. 
But, left any ſhould-turn this moit charming doc- 
trine into licentiouſneſs, I 'muſt obſerve, and my 
. B:. TIT ao 
1. That this free pardon, is only beſtowed on 
thoſe ſinners, who ſee, feel and bewail their loſt, 
and miſerable condition. So you find the Publican 
did in this ſhort, but moſt comprehenſive prayer, 
or humble ſigh as I may rather call it. God be 
<< merciful to me a ſinner, an abandoned wretch, the 
« vileſt among the vile. Odious in the ſight of 
thy purity; and righteouſly condemned by. thy. 
< holy law. O ſave me from thy deſerved wrath, 
and pluck me from that hell, to the gates of which, 
„my ſins have almoſt brought me.“ They that are 
whole have no need of the phyſician, but they that are 
fick. Icame not, (ſays the condeſcending Emanuel) 
to call the righteous but ſinners to repentance (y). Hence 
ariſes that invitation, which hath ſo often proved a 
refreſhing cordial to fainting ſouls, Come unto me al! 
ve 77 labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
ei — RY Es , 
Ye, whoſe conſciences are faſt aſleep, ftupified and 
intoxicated with ſin ; ye, who are ſlumbering on the 
couch of carnal ſecurity, and dreaming of pleaſures, 
poſſeſſions and wordly enjoyments, know well that 
ſuch a call is little to you. Te are already at reſt, 
May divine grace effectually rouſe you, leſt, 


(3) Mark ii. 17, —(ﬆ) Match. . . 
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Widely different, is the cafe of thoſe who are 


brought home to Chriſt — The ſpirit of all grace hole 


opened their eyes, convinced their underſtandings, 
and alarmed their conſciences with a view of their 


periſhing condition. Conviction of ſin, like” the 


ſurgeon's inſtruments, is neceſſary to open the 


wound, and to probe it to the bottom, that the cor - 


rupt matter may be let out, and a way opened for 


the application of an healing balſam,—* It ĩs not 


4 to recommend us to Chriſt, (as an excellent divine 


©" obſerves) but Chriſt to us The mockers and 


murderers of Jeſus would never. have cried out, 
Men and brethren what fhall we do, and believed in 
him they had a few weeks: before inſulted and cru- 
cified, had they not firſt been pricked in their hearts (a). 

. Pardon and juſtification are granted only to 
them who are pls willing, and earneſtly deſirous 
to be delivered Ra the power of fin. Not to you 


who are ſwallowing down iniquity like water (8) ; who 


eat ſin's forbidden food in ſecret, and roll it, as a 
ſweet morſel, with reliſh and delight under your 


tongues, and then, like the adultreſs, wipe 2 ' 


mouths, a wt 2. we have done no wickedneſs (c). 
not deceived. The Spirit of God gives the co 


vinced finner to ſee By evil of lin, to taſte that it 1s 


bitter; to experience that it is poiſonous too; and 
X therefore he cannot love it any longer. It is daring 


-hypoerily,—it is a kind of blaſphemy againſt the 
omniſc ience of God, for a man to cry God be 


6. merciful to ma fonner,” and yet ſecretly indulge 


himſelf in fin. Such prayers as this, ſo far from 


-being prevalent, are even an abomination (d). 


min,“ | (a) Ads, i. 35. 4 (3) Job, . 16, | 
Tord. 


© Prov. xxx. 20. (.) Prov. XXVUL, 9- 


C , 
With what indignation, did Gad refuſe the 
petitions of thoſe hypocrites of old, ben pe ſpred 
forth your hands to pray, I taill hide mius eyes ft m you: 
. yea, when ye make many (Prayers, I will not bear; your 
hands are full of blood (e).!—Sirs, it is a divine maxim, 
He that confeſſeth and ForR8akrtTE bis fits; hall bave 
mercy (F). Not that the returning ſinner ſhall/have 
mercy, becauſe he leaveth his rebellions, but he can 
never accept of a compleat Saviour from /n as well 
as from hell, till he is willing to be ſeparated from 
all his abominations. Hence it is, that Chriſt is 
reached as exalted to give repentance, as well as re- 
miſſion of fins (g). When ſinners are invited to re- 
turn to the Lord, they are inſtructed ta pray, Take 
 @way all iniquity (h); and when they obey the call, 
they are repreſented as ſaying, H bat bave I to de 


any more wth idols (9) 2.1 nf 7 ona nd i 000 
1 3. Pardon and juſtification are granted only to 
1 thoſe, who renounce all other confidence, but in 
1 the mercy of God, as it is revealed in the goſpel, 


through the righteouſneſs of Emanuel. God be 
* merciful to me a ſinner,” was the Publican's cry. 

Extend thy compaſſionate regard to me, as a poor 

+ guilty wretch, in the way molt conſiſtent with 

s the honor of thine own glorious perfettions,” — 

Humbled criminals, at the feet of God, intreating 
Forgiveneſs, will not date preſcribe to their offended ' 

Judge, on what terms they are to be pardoned. 

They will joyfully receive mercy in the way he 

thinks moſt proper to beſtow it. They will not in- 
ſult. his wiſdom and juſtice by depending on his ab- 
ſolute goodneſs, nor will they dare to plead, how 

they will reform and repent, and what they will do 

to make up the injuries they have done his law, if 


00% Iſaiah, i. 15. (F) Prov. xxvili. 13. (g) Ads v. 31. 
% Hol. xiv. 2. (i), Ver. 8. e e ene 
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9ehe will fan e them.” ', This is not the language 
ot bree We gh felt, -confidet ce and: pride. wet 
ww hat hear rt was. never effectualiy convinced that 
goth. not. ſee the need of à better righteouſneſs thay 
its own; nor effectually humbled,. chat docs not 
condually ſubmit to that righteouſneſs: which God 
a provided Here it is that many ſtumble. But 
M ul whoſe: loftineſ5 is bowed down and whoſe baug b. 
$ineſs is laid 2 ic. chilling that be Lord alone hrould be 
 waxakied in that dey, he receives mercy. *< Lord, 
will he ſay, I have nothing of my own to plead; 
no ſatisfaction can I render to thy injured juſtice; 
no righteouſneſs, for the reparation of thy bo- 
ken law; no work, duty or thought, that will 
bear the examination of thine all- ſearching eye, 
or the touchſtone of thine impartial law. But, 
% glory be to thy Name, thou haſt revealed a Sa- 
„ viour dying for the ungodly (x) ʒ thou haſt brought 
45 . thy righteouſneſs near to them who were afar of 
8 from righteouſneſs (I); and haſt proclaimed, 0 % 
ſae ver 8 accepts and pleads it, ſhall nat pe- 
85 iſp, but have everlaſting life (m). Lord, with a 
7 trembling heart, I humbly preſume to believes | 
with a trembling hand, I accept thine offered, 
7 thy free ſalvation ; with a trembling, tongue, 7 | 
4. d mention of thy righteouſneſs,” even. of thine on- 
ws (n).. I take thee, bleſſed Jeſus, to be my Lord 
et, and my ſtrength; to deliver me from the power, 
eas well as the. guilt and condemnation of, Un. | 
And thus it. is, that while others who are ignorant 
H God's righteouſneſs, and go about to eſtabl. % one: , 
| their own, like the Pharilee in my text, are rejected; 
- -humbled, penitent, ſelf emptied, and believing ſin- 
ners, like the Fublican, however vile they may 


mY Rom. v. 6. 0 Iciab, ali. 12, 13. () John i ui, 16. 
0 * ind. 16. 3 — 
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| have been, who accept of divine mercy, as exhi- 
bited and offered in the goſpel, are pardoned, ac. 
cepted and ſaved. He that believeth in the Son bath 
everlaſting life, and he that believeth not the Jun ſhall not 
_ fee life, but the wrath of God abideth-on him (0), 


va 1 


x. And now, O ye Phariſaic profeſſors, who are | 
going about to eftabliſh a righteouſneſs of your '|/ 
own, if what we have ſaid is true, let me call you 
again to conſider the exceeding folly and vanity of 
your attempts. With equal eaſe might the Babel 
builders have gained the ſkies by means of their 
tower, as ye by your works. Let me again call. 
upon you to conſult the ſacred oracles, and compare 
your performances with their demands ;—and, O 
that ye may be brought to ſee, how far ſhors they 
all fall of that perfection and perſeverance, of that af- 
 feftion, delight and love, which God requires! O 
that the glaſs of the divine law, might be held up, 
by the Spirit, before the face of that goodneſs which 
is ſo beautiful in your eyes, and you will ſee its 
features are diſtorted and ugly; you will ſee it td 
be what it appears before the ſearcher of hearts, diſ- 
guiſed pride, affectation, hypocriſy, and oppoſition 
and rebellion againſt Jeſus Chriſt and his ſalvation. 
Was not Paul before his converſion, as blamelefs 
and conſcientious as any of you can pretend to have 
| been? But when the law of God was applied to 
his conſcience, in was made to appear fin (p), and he 
found what he did not ſuſpect hefore, that in him 
there was all manner of er f (7). He then ae- 
counted all his former boaſted righteouſneſs tobe but 


(e) Joha iii. 36. (7) Rom. vii. 13. (7 Ver. + 
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as. dang that he might avin Chriſt, and be found in him (Y). 
Be acknowledged, with triumphs of praiſe, . that he 
was ſaved as the chief of ſinners. And that the grace. 
e our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love 
which is in Chriſt Feſus (5). And what are ye, who 
think of being ſaved any other way ? Oh! what 
ſcales of ſpiritual blindneſs cover your eyes! Oh! 
what pride ſwells your hearts !—Sirs, your towering 
creits muſt be lowered before you enter into the gate 
of heaven. None but the humble enter there. Le 
muſt be made willing to be pardoned and ſaved in 
the ſame way with harlots, publicans and ſinners, if 
ever ye are ſaved at all. And oh! painful as is the 
call, I muſt in faithfulneſs tell you, Ir ye ARE vor 
SAVED AS SINNERS, AS SINNERS YE SHALL BE DAMNED. © 


But ah, to what purpoſe do I ſpeak theſe things ? 


ery fe of the Phariſees believed of old, and but 
few, I fear, of this character will believe now. How- 
ever, all tbings are poſſible with God (t). Thine arm, 
Almighty Jeſus, is not ſportened that it cannot ſave, - 
nuaitber is thine ear heavy that it cannot hear (u)] Crown 
his feeble attempt with ſucceſs; and thine ſhall be 
Om e 

I I muſt now add, —_ 


F > 


4 | f 5 5 | | | ihe x 
2. A ward of caution to the open ſinner. Sin- 


ner! dare not to perſiſt in thy fin, becauſe mercy is 
to be had for the vileſt among the vile. Ever re- 
member, it is not to be obtained by the unhumbled, 
obſtinate, impenitent unbeliever, but only by the 
convinced ſoul that ſees its miſery as a ſinner, and 
longs ta be delivered from the Bonds of iniquity as well 
85 the gall of bitterneſs (x). Again, I beſeech, I 
charge you, beware of a preſumptuous hope of ob- 

taining mercy and forgiveneſs, while you dare to go 
Ie) Phil. iii. 38, 9, (-) 1 Tim. i. 14, 1s. (5) Matth. xix. 
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oi in the practice of any known eebuiiarafibky. Bat, 
ſhould there be an unhappy creature here, ſo deſpes 
rate, as 10 do evil that good map come (y), ot to preſume to 
centinue in fin that grace may abound (x); ſhould there 
be among you @ root that beareth ſuch gall and worm- 
woc as this; and it cometh to paſs, whey he heuretb the 
werds of the cirſe, that be bleſs bimſelf in bis beurt, ſay- 
ing, 1/22] have peace, though I walk after the imagina* 
tion of 1 my heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt, and fin to 
fn; let him hear the word of the Lord; —7 be 
Lozb will Nor SPARE HIM. Divine forbearance It- 
ſelf will be tired of ſuch a wretch, and the anger of 
the Lord and his jealouſy, which is his fierceſt anger, 
Hall ſmoke againſt that man, and all the curſes that are 
written in this book ſhall lie upon him (a). 5 wh . 
But at the ſame time, . 
What charming encouragement ank Rent 
wile hath been ſaid, to the diſtreſſed and humbled 
finner, who longs to be ſaved both from ſin 'and” 
hell | Here we ſee a penitentpublican pardoned; in 
another place we read of a repentant Magdalene, 
++ 4 jp full forgiveneſs of all her ſins; elſe- 
where, of thoſe who had been unrighteous, idolaters, 
thieves, covetous and drunkards, (and who, while they 
remained ſo, could not inherit the kingdom of God,) 
we hear {I ſay) of their being juſtified trom all their 
guilt, in the name of the Lord Feſus, and of their be. 
ing /an#ified, and ſaved from their ſins, by the Spirit of 
our God (b). Could the ſpirits of the juſt, made er 
in holineſs, addreſs us here below, what furprizing 
lectures of pardoning love, would. they read us, 
what wonderful hiſtories of the riches, of tbe en- 
ceeding abundance of free grace (c), would manyof them 
relate] Our departed friend would not, I am fure 


409) Rem, i), 8, (2) Rom: yi. 1. Af Deut. xxix. 18, 
296 20, (6) 1 Cor. Vis 9, 10, 11. (c) 1 Tim. i. ä | 
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beſtlent. —Methinks, Lhear him, atthis moment, * 
dreſs poor wounded ſouls, from yonder glorious world, 
in ſome ſuch ſtrains as theſe :—* Time was, brother 
Sinner! when 7 was a Blaſphemer, a ſwearer, a 
& "perſeeutor, a ſabbath-breaker, and injurious ; but 
the Lord met with me in the way, humbled my 


4 foul, and taught me to cry, God be merciful to me 


a Huber; I obtained pardon, and have now finally 


| | « overcome every foe, by the blood of the Lamb. 


Now ſinners black as hell | 
For hope may ſtill have ground; 
„ For who of mercy needs deſpair, 
„»die I have mercy found *? 


What encouragement then, have convinced ſin- 
ners, to apply for pardon, ſeeing ſo many, as vile as 
they, have obtained it? Still % blood and ſpirit of 
Chriſt are efficacious to cleanſe from all fin ; il the 
weet declaration ſtands on record, Him that cometh 
| to me I will in no wiſe caſt out (d). Come then, ye 
oor, trembling, condemned convicts, fly to the 
dotſtool of your offended Sovereign. Cry for mer- 
. Plead the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs of the Sa- 
viour. . Plead, earneſtly plead his promiſes. Re- 
member, he himſelf i is now at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high, to make interceſſion for all that come to 
Cad through bim (e). Delay no more. Delays will 
only aggravate your diſtreſs, . The more guilty, the 
_ more. wretched, the more imminently dangerous 

- your . the more need ye have of mercy, 
It 255 where you are, ye periſh ; ye can but pe- 


_ And * 5 the ſame. arguments, may the back- 
8 Aer, who is filled with a diſtreſſing ſenſe of his 
Wn ways, be animated to return to the Lord, from 


4 1 verſe found in one of his papers, applied to himſelff. 
on — 6 «25. 
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Pe Wk be bath reudlted-( CAS i. t ne; 
rie ved the goad ſpirit, and wounded th d 
Thou mayeſt well Ze down in ſhame, yo 705 nay 
confuſion cover thee (g). Nevertheleſs, do not de- 
ſpond. He that) juſtified publicans pardoned Peter 
alſo. He . in the molt tender terms, ſuch. 
wanderers as thou art to come back. Return ye 
backſliding children, for I will heal yaur 1 + s. 3. 

O that thou mayeſt be enabled to reply, * 
come unto thee for thou art the Lord my Grd (b)! 
I conclude, 
4. With a ſhort admonition to thoſe That have 

received mercy. 
Bie ye often looking back, with humility ad 
ſhame, on your former ſtate, in which ye 'were 
ſtrangers, yea even enemies to the bleſſed and loving 
Saviour, —Ever acknowledge, with adoring thakk- 
fulneſs, at the footſtool of God, your everlaſting 
obligations ro his rich, ſovereign, diſtinguiſhing 
grace; and ſometimes call upon them hat fear "the 
Lord, and tell them what he has done for your ſouls Gy 
Daily be renewing your acts of faith, on the 'bloo , 
a righteouſneſs, and interceſſion of the Lord Feſns ; th 
Call to mind, ye are not your own, but his property; 
that he is your Maſter, Lord and King. Ever re- 
member the ſnares epd temptations to which ye at | 
_ Expoſed, and the many enemies of your peace an 
holineſs by which ye are befet, both within an 
Without; and exerciſe an hourly dependance on the 
teaching, grace, and ſtrength, which Chrift hath 10. 
miſed to his people. Finally, be concerned 25 
forth fruits meet for repentance (. Dread the thong 
. of woundingyour Lord in the houſe of his *rieng 
an of Fry him to wor ſhame before a feel ing 


0 | 10. xxxi, 6. er. 1 2 h FT 5 X Ma 
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world. Exer keep the remembrance of his dying | 
 groans'andagonies, for your ſin, alive in your minds. by 
85 "If ye. have any love for, and gratitude to, ſuch a. 
| 5 "I ye Have: any zeal for His glory and hanor,— | 

ady his Will, —adorn bis dacfriue, and keep all his 
| bly comiiandivents. D | 


YE will naw aturally expect me to add ſome- 
dung concerning our deceaſed friend. And, I 
would, by no means, hide it from you, that once he 
was like the Publican, of whom ye have been hear- 

ing. When very young,” (to uſe his own lan- 
guage) he was a pattern of wickedneſs to other 

boys, in curſing, ſwearing, and evil ſpeaking *; 

which he practiced at that dreadful rate, that he was 
ſeverely reproved, even by the profane themſelves. 
Added to this, he was a ſabbath-breaker, but was 
ever reſtrained from the beaſtly ſin of drunkenneſs, 
which is an inlet to almoſt every other abominati- 
on; for which he much adored the divine mercy: 
He records with much thankfulneſs, the amazing 
zatience and forbearance of God, exerciſed towards 
E while he was going on in "fan, eſpecially for 
preſerving him from being drowned, of which he 
Was, twice in the utmoſt danger. 
While he was in this ſtate, he had many convic- 
| tions, and formed many refolutions, which were 
ſoon entirely forgotten. But, one evening, he went 
to the little meeting- houſe, in St. Mary's, to hear 
an occafional ſermon, more out of vain curioſity, 
** and to paſs away time, than any thing elſe ;” and 
"the word of God laid hold of his conſcience. The 
text was, John v. 25.— The moment the preacher 
mentioned his text, he thought he ſpake to him; 
<and, when he applied his doctrine, he was phany 


*Phe words between inverted commas, are, n his own. 
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.. convinced, he was | he, he per rfondpiricually dead. He 
m 


ent home, and ſat elf down to conſide 
« about it, and the more he thought of it, the 
6 he was convinced of its truth.” From that time, 
he evidently became ſerious and 1 and 
was brought to the feet of mercy in ferve 8 
At length, by hearing and reading the wor 
led to underſtand the way of ſalvation. He He pleaded 
the righteouſneſs and ſacrifice of Chriſt, found 
peace with God. His temper, diſcourſe and lite, 
were evidently and remarkably changed, and, 1 
believe, all that knew him, mult Ir (as I can, 
for near fourteen years) that to his dying day, he 
was enabled to maintain a converſation s 
the goſpel of Chriſt. c 

J have reaſon, from ſome private papers in my 
hands, to think, that he was a remarkably conſci- 
entious perſon, one that narrowly watched his 
heart and temper, and deeply lamented thoſe things 
in his thoughts, and affections, which many others 
ſcarcely obſerve. It appears alſo, that he was much 
in ſecret prayer, and could not be ſatisfied without 
the enjoyment of God in that duty. _ 8 

Nor did he think attending ſecret duty a ſu 
ficient excuſe for forſaking the aſſemblies of the 
ſaints. At ſocial and public worſhip, (unleſs called 
away by any thing extraordinary) whoever was ab- 
ſent, he was ſure to be preſent ; ſo improving his 
time in worldly buſineſs, as ſeldom to permit it to 
hinder him from attending meetings, for ſocial 
prayers, conference, and occafional lectures. 

But, at the ſame time, no perſon'can, with truth, 
ſay, that he was, (to borrow a phraſe) -< fo addic- 
« red to religion,” as to negle&t his ſecular. buſi- 
neſs. In his occupation he was early, ſkilful, ac- 
tive, diligent and honeſt. Little as he depended'on 
his own h he . the weighty mat- 
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ters of the law, out of a love to Chriſt, and a con- 
bern for his glory.—It has afforded me ſincere ples- 

{ure to hear, with what re perſons of a differ- 
ent denomination, ſpoke of him, as, in his ſtation, 
a good member of ſociety. He was remarkable for 

ſincerity, faithfulneſs, and plainneſs of ſpeech. He : 
would ſpeak his mind, on a proper occaſſon, let FO 
Who would be offended, and thought it his duty, 
not to have fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
_ darkneſs, but rather to reprove them. 55 
Though not favored with a liberal education, 
he had a mind that ſcorned to take any thing on 
truſt; he read and ſtudied the ſcriptures for him- 
ſelf; like the Bereans, ſearching them whether the 
things he heard were true; and had reſolutely be- 
gun (having ſome acquaintance with the Latin 
tongue) to learn one of the languages in which they 


were written, that he might get his knowledge from | | 
the fountain-head. He had a ſurprizing fluency, 19 


fervency, and connection in prayer, and an excel- 
Tent talent for converſation. He was an earneſt plea- 
der for ſouls at the throne of grace, longed for their | 

falvation ; and occaſionally exerciſed the gift God | 
had beſtowed-on him, in compaſſionately preaching | 
_  thegoſpel, eſpecially to the poor and ignorant, who | 
had but little opportunity for gaining inſtruction; and = 
this I haveheard, he did in a remarkably pathetic and t F 


acceptable manner, much to the edification of many. 
His active ſpirit was always buſy, when his 
worldly buſineſs was finiſhed, either in gaining 
knowledge for himſelf, or. communicating. it to | 
others; and there are;ſome that can atteſt, that his 
r ES . 
Tou will now nat urally enquire how he died. I 
_  faw him the day after he was taken ill. He was 
_ rien perſuaded he ſhould never recover, and expreſ- 
fed a deſire to depart; and ſeemed not ſo well 
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ea &, that! 5 Ebficklan ftien Would de ſo car 
c in prayer for his life, as they Vere“ He £0: I 
& talk with threatening death, and not turn Pale 
— he was affured that he had not followed 4 cun- | 
. ly deviſed fable; he had examined his foun- 3 
r.- #| well, and knew 1 in whotn he had belived,. * 
3 general frame of his mind, for the few days 
he furvived his relapſe, may be beſt collected from 
a few of the expreſſions he dropped at intervals, N 
from his dying lips. 8 
Fo a phyſical friend, who came in, and aſked 
kim, whether he knew Him —“ 1 (he : replied) 
* bur I have a better phyſician than, you ;” mean 
ing Jeſus, —When aſked, whether he would have, 
ſomething put into his mouth, he returned, —_— L 
fall have enough bye and bye, I ſhall ſoon ſup 
wich Chrift—TI ſhall fir bn. at the marriage WP? 
per of the Lamb.” 
I hope you will ſoon be in 1 mts * ſaid-a 
friend. —* T hope fo too,” he cheerfully replied. 
The ſame day he told a friend, © I am fixed an | 
* the rock of ages.” 
Another time, To die and to be with Chriſt, i is 
« far better than to be in the greateſt worldly pro- 
< ſperity.” Fur better, was faid with an accent of 13 
peculiar pleaſure. „ - 
Being aſked, whether he had rather Fan, or die, be <8 
anfwered, * 75 but is Chriſt, but to p18, is gain. 
When drinking, being very thirſty, he faid, he. 
* fhould never be ſatisfied; till —— was eee 
the rivers of pleaſure at Gop? 8 right Band. 
When aſked whether he had any fears, he replied; 
He had but one,” viz. How he ſhould, bear 
12 * up 3 affliction, ſo as not to diſhonor God.“ 
nother time he ſaid, MLF ſoul ae 
T Got, Nh Fes of the Devil.” FO. I 
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At OE TOM * Though he % me, yet will 1 
« truſt in him.“ 

At another time, he eri out, A little while 
46 longer, and I mall be with my Redeemer Jeſus, 


46 bleſſed bleſſed, bleſſed be his name, for ever, for 


90 ever, for ever, for ever,“ till his ſtrength was 
nt. | 9 
"The Lord's day on which he died; being told, the 


miniſter preached a ſermon on Pf. Ixxill. 26. 
Neſb and my heart faileth, but God is the ſtrength of my. 
heart, and my portion for ever, O, ſaid he, and ſo 


«Feel it.“ 

A little before he expired, be ſaid, <« Come, 
“ Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” He lay quiet for 
about nine hours, and then calmly reſigned his 


breath, and his ſoul to the Lord Jeſus, in whom he 
feeps, till God ſhall bring him with him (I). 


Thus died our brother; and now let me call upon 
his neareſt relative, his children, the members of 


the church, and his friends in general, to follow him in 


faith, love and duty, conſidering the end of his conver- 


ſation, — Feſus n, the ſame Yeſterday, to-day and for 
ever (mn). „ 


Let us bleſs God, my Chriſtian friends, for all 
the benefit we have received by him, for his com- 


fortable exit, and above all, for the jo) ful hope of 


joining with him, and all the glorified ſpirits above, 


in eternally ſhouting, Worthy is the Lamb that as 
ain, to receive power and riches, and wiſdom, and 


ſtrength and bonor, and glory, and Ble ing (n). Amen 


and Amen. 


: 1 9 Theft. iv. 14. 6 Heb. viii. 7 7, 8. () Rev. v. i 2. 
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